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rived from a single-phase current, and it thus became a
commercial device for single-phase alternating circuits
also.

The fact that the flow of the current through the con-
ductor connected with the negative electrode was always
in a given direction gave Hewitt the idea of utilizing this
characteristic for rectifying alternating current for use as
direct current. This led to the development of the Cooper
Hewitt rectifier. The commercial value of this rectifier
promised to be great, and as the original agreement between
Westinghouse and Hewitt related only to the lamp, a sup-
plemental agreement was made in 1902 to include the rec-
tifier. This device consists essentially of an exhausted glass
globe containing multiple positive electrodes and a single
negative. The principle of operation is the same as that
of the alternating-current lamp, but the construction is
such that very little energy is absorbed in the production
of light. The rectifier soon became a standard product
of the Cooper Hewitt Company.

In 1913 license agreements were entered into between
the Cooper Hewitt Company and the Westinghouse Com-
pany, and between the latter and the General Electric
Company, whereby these two companies secured licenses
to manufacture and exploit the rectifier, paying suitable
royalties to the Cooper Hewitt Company. An agreement
was also made between the Cooper Hewitt Company and
the General Electric Company providing for the exchange
of licenses on the lamps, the latter company having mean-
while secured a number of patents of value in that field..
These arrangements still continue, although since the death
of Westinghouse the General Electric Company has bought
the control of the capital stock of the Cooper Hewitt Com-
pany. So the manufacture of the lamp and the rectifier